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To reduce impacts to less than significant: Because western yellow bat is an SSC, CDFW
recommends that the Project proponent conduct two sets of bat surveys prior to the initiation of the
Project. The first survey should occur during the bat roosting season within all suitable habitat to
determine presence/absence of bat species and analyze the potential significance of tree removal.
The second (pre-construction) survey should be conducted no less than 30 days prior to tree
removal, to ensure no bats are roosting (e.g., day, night, maternity roosts) within the trees at the
time of removal.

CDFW recommends the following amended language to BIO-2 to adequately survey and avoid
Project impacts to western yellow bat and other bat species that may occur within the Project
corridor:

“Neo-less-than-30-days-prior-to-vegetationremoval; A qualified biologist with expertise and
experience conducting bat surveys, shall be retained by the City as a Designated Bat
Biologist.

CDFW recommends the Designated Bat Biologist conduct a bat survey within the Project
corridor (plus a 100-foot buffer as access allows) to identify potential habitat that could
provide daytime and/or nighttime roost sites, and any maternity roosts, especially within
trees surrounding Escondido Creek. The survey shall occur during the roosting season
(approximately March-September), using acoustic technology and emergency counts to
maximize detection of bats on-site. Night roosts are typically utilized from the approach of
sunset until sunrise. Maternity colonies, composed of adult females and their young,
typically occur from spring through fall.

No less than 30 days prior to vegetation removal, the Designated Bat Biologist will conduct
a pre-construction recennaissance bat survey to-identify within all trees or structures that
provide suitable bat roosting habitat. If a maternity roost is determined present, a 300-foot
no work buffer shall be placed around the roost and no work shall occur within the buffer
until after the roosting season is over. Work may proceed after a qualified biologist is able
to verify that the roost is no longer active.”

COMMENT # 2. Light Pollution Impacts During and Post-Project Activities

The MND states that new lighting fixtures will be installed on the eastern end of the Project.

In addition, construction and post-construction activities may increase noise and/or night-time
lighting pollution impacts in a wildlife linkage area to levels likely to affect the behavior of the
animal species identified in the Project corridor. Artificial light installed along the trail, in addition to
lighting resulting from construction activities and post-construction, may negatively impact nesting-
bird success by altering their timing of laying eggs. Streetlamps and other artificial lighting may
cause birds to perceive days as longer than they are and cue nesting timing that is not consistent
with their natural history and behavior. Typical nesting behaviors are timed to meet peak conditions
for food availability; therefore, disruption of this process could result in nest abandonment and/or
reduced reproductive success for nesting species within the Project corridor.

Avian species, including least Bell's vireo, and other wildlife species were identified as species
likely to occur and/or nest in the Project corridor. Although mitigation measures are proposed to
avoid the breeding and nesting bird season, artificial light used prior to, during, or after the
breeding season can still negatively impact nesting birds by altering their nesting behavior. Lighting
can also affect wildlife species utilizing the wildlife corridor.

Mitigation Measure #2: Avoidance and minimization measures for Project associated artificial
lighting.
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To reduce impacts to less than significant: All Project-related artificial lighting installed on the
trail should be anti-glare, shielded, and directed downward facing the trail and away from the
adjacent habitat areas. Although no artificial lighting is proposed west of Harmony Grove Road,
CDFW recommends any artificial lighting used during and post-construction should follow the same
protocols (Citracado Parkway to Harmony Grove). Implementation of these measures will minimize
artificial light effects on avian species, as well as other species that inhabit the area or utilize the
riparian wildlife corridor area.

COMMENT # 3. Trail Landscaping

The MND states that the Project will plant 150 trees and create pollinator gardens along the Project
corridor. CDFW recommends that the MND require that no invasive plant material be used for
landscaping. A list of invasive/exotic plants that should be avoided can be found online at Cal-IPC
Invasive Plant Inventory.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative
declarations be incorporated into a data base which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).)
Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural communities detected during
Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey
form can be found at the following link: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The
completed form can be mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address:
CNDDB@uwildlife.ca.gov. The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at the
following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of filing
fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency
and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required
in order for the underlying Project approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit.
14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the City in identifying and
mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Alison Kalinowski,
Environmental Scientist, at Alison.Kalinowski@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
\. \./"4/
L% 'V c{{_,;-%ﬁ,\_,\

David A. Mayer
Environmental Program Manager
South Coast Region
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Attachments
A. CDFW Comments and Recommendations

ec: State Clearinghouse, Sacramento, State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
Jennifer Ludovissy, CDFW, Jennifer.Ludovissy@wildlife.ca.gov
Jennifer Turner, CDFW, Jennifer. Turner@wildlife.ca.gov
David Mayer, CDFW, David.Mayer@wildlife.ca.gov
Alison Kalinowski, CDFW, Alison.Kalinowski@wildlife.ca.gov.
Jonathan Snyder, USFWS, Jonathan D Snyder@fws.gov
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